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a home-made gun manufactured under the direction of an
American named Labram. The Boers had a real surprise when
this new-born monster hurled its first 28-pound shell, inscribed
4 With Mr. Cecil Rhodes' Compliments,' and for a long time
they were immensely puzzled as to its meaning. By the irony
of fate Labram himself was one of the few men to be killed
by a shell, and, stranger still, the Boer who had been respon-
sible for bringing up the enemy's big gun was shot soon
afterwards by a long-range rifle-shot from the city*

It is a painful matter to relate that between Cecil Rhodes
and Colonel Kekewich, who commanded the garrison, there
were very strained relations throughout the siege, Rhodes
was a man who could never play a subordinate part with any
pleasure, and he showed a want of good sense and good feeling
by criticising and thwarting the actions of the military. His
impatience at the long duration of the siege, and the inability
of Lord Methuen to bring relief, led to his sending an
injudicious message to the Commander-in-Chief. Unfortunately
that message was somewhat twisted on its way, and Lord
Roberts found himself obliged to send Cecil Rhodes a severe
reprimand. Altogether it was an unpleasant episode, and
there is no doubt that Colonel Kekewich would have had an
easier task if the city had not contained the * Empire-builder*'

Cheered by the good news of the relief, Lord Roberts now
commenced the great campaign which, in a few weeks, was to
change the whole aspect of the war, and insure the ultimate
supremacy of the British in South Africa. Swiftly and steadily,
his army of infantry had followed in the wake of French's
cavalry, arriving at the Modder only a day behind the mouixte4
men. Our army extended along a front of forty miles, arud
now its separate divisions crossed over the drifts, cutting
Cronje's lines of communication with Bloemfontein, and
gradually closing him in. The old war*wolf, finding himself
in danger of being cornered, abandoned his position and made
a desperate endeavour to break through the surrounding
forces.